Unilateral brachial plexus injury as a complication of thoracoscopic sympathectomy for hyperhidrosis: a case report.
Unilateral brachial plexus injury is a rare complication of thoracoscopic sympathectomy, which is generally considered to be a simple and safe procedure. We report on a 26-year-old man who developed weakness and numbness of the right arm after thoracoscopic sympathectomy for hyperhidrosis. Electromyographic study revealed evidence of denervation in the upper trunk of the right brachial plexus. A nerve conduction study on the right axillary nerve revealed a reduced compound muscle action potential amplitude at the right deltoid muscle. We suggest that this complication was caused by stretch and/or compression when the arm was hyperabducted during the operation. The outcome was excellent, with almost complete recovery 3 months later. The complication can be prevented by minimizing operation time and avoiding hyperabduction of the arm. The prognosis for postoperative brachial plexopathy is usually good with conservative management.